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VII.—The Battle of Bosworth. By JAMES GAIBDNER, Esq.
Bead January 24, 1895.
To make a satisfactory study of the story of a battle it is no doubt desirable to
visit the field of action and examine it carefully with one's own eyes. Where
much time has elapsed and many changes have taken place in the aspect of the
country the written records are not always easy to interpret; and where even
these are scanty and obscure a large number of open questions will naturally be
the result. Such has been the case with the famous battle of Bosworth Field,
of which we possess virtually only one narrative, and that not written by an
eye-witness or even by an Englishman, but by an intelligent foreigner who settled
in England some years after. Polydore Vergil, the first writer of a connected
history of England, arrived in this country about eighteen years after the battle,
and doubtless gained his information about it from those who had seen and
taken part in it. The accounts given by the subsequent English chroniclers,
Hall, Grafton, and Holinshed, are little more than translations, a little amplified,
of the description given by Polydore. Nevertheless, their additions to the
narrative, as we shall see, are not without significance.
More than four hundred years have now passed away since the battle of
Bosworth was fought, and great changes are naturally to be looked for, even in
an agricultural district, in so long a period of time. In point of fact, the changes
that have taken place in this part of Leicestershire seem to have begun at a
rather early period after the date of the battle, and to have gone on at a much
greater rate than has been usual, we should suppose, in localities where as yet no
new towns or suburbs have been formed, where even the distant view gives no
evidence of their existence, and where rural quiet is only disturbed occasionally
by a passing train. The most marked features of the scene that are due to man
are of course the work of this ever-changing nineteenth century. A canal and
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a railway, each, in some places, with high embankments, are serious impediments
to the eye that would take in the natural aspect of the country; while wooded
hills and cultivated plains and well-drained fields would, even if the railway
and canal were quite removed, present a scene which neither Richard III. nor
Henry VII. could possibly have recognised as the field of their encounter.
Some attempt, however, must be made to realise the physical conditions of
the country as it existed four hundred years ago, almost untouched by the hand
of man. The little town of Market Bosworth stands upon one of the highest
hills of the district. Its church steeple is conspicuous from Ambien Hill two
miles to the south, and even from further distances in that direction wherever
Ambien Hill does not intercept the view. It was a commanding position, which
Henry, perhaps, might have been glad to occupy if he could have reached it, but
it was about two miles north of the line in which either army was advancing
against the other. So the battle was not fought close to Bosworth, but a little
south of it. It must, in fact, have begun in the neighbourhood of Ambien Hill;
not, probably, upon the hill itself, but either on the north, south, or west side
of it; for different views have been taken as to the precise locality, and the
zealous local antiquary Hutton, who devoted much attention to the subject in
the last century, even believed that it began upon the hill itself. The defeated'
followers of Richard were pursued southwards to the villages of Dadlington
and Stoke Golding, close to which last (between it and the railway station) is
the little eminence called Crown Hill, where the crown which fell from Richard's
head in the battle was placed by Lord Stanley upon Henry's.
This crown was said to have been found cast away in a hawthorn bush, a
shrub pretty abundant still in the neighbourhood. "We must suppose, therefore,
that here and there was to be found a little underwood on the field of battle.
The land, however, for miles about, must have been generally bare, and much of
it moorland. Ambien Hill was, in all likelihood, void of trees." The field of
battle itself was called Radmore (that is to say Red-Moor) Plain; that on which
Henry encamped the night before was called the White Moors; the way by which
he reached it was by Fenny Drayton and the Fenn Lanes. The whole country
was uninclosed and quite in a state of nature.
a
 The name is supposed to mean " One Tree Hill." I cannot tell whether the etymology be
correct, but if it be so it by no means follows that it refers to any feature which existed in the
fifteenth century. Otherwise it fits my argument pretty well, that the hill was long conspicuous
for having but a single tree.
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Now, why did Henry, Earl of Eichmond, endeavouring to oust Eichard III.
from his kingdom, advance at this time through a fenny country ? His course
from Wales had been by Shrewsbury, Lichfield, and Atherstone along the
Watling Street, the old Eoman road to London. But Eichard he knew was
coming to intercept his march, and even if he could have given him the slip it
would have been dangerous, with a much inferior force, to leave an enemy in
his rear. He is said to have secured a friendly guide through a wild and some-
what difficult country f and he turned to the left in the direction of Bosworth.
He encamped on the White Moors, a mile south of Shenton; while Eichard,
having marched in long array out of Leicester in the morning, is believed to
have taken up his position that evening at Stapleton, three miles off. If so, it
would seem that he moved early next morning through Sutton Cheney, where,
according to tradition, he harangued his men at a place since called Dickon's
Nook, to Ambien Hill.
Unfortunately there is some uncertainty about Dickon's Nook. The place
so called now is a low-lying portion of a field at some distance to the back of
the old hall. But the name has also been given to a tumulus near Sutton
parsonage, much more convenient, certainly, as a place from which to utter a
harangue. Hutton thought it was here, on the other side of the village, or on
a spur of Ambien Hill, that the harangue was delivered. But there are traces
above the low-lying field of what look not unlike earthworks; and it may even
be questioned whether it was not here, rather than at Stapleton, that Eichard
encamped for the night. Earthworks no doubt there seem to be at Stapleton as
well, though they were more distinct in the last century; and according to Hutton
they were so extensive that it would have required two or three days' labour
to throw them up. But this, if true, is really fatal to the theory that they were the
site of Eichard's encampment; for instead of days the army could have had
but an hour or two to make them before night fell on the 21st. Moreover,
Stapleton seems just a slight degree out of the way if Eichard was advancing
from Leicester to Atherstone against Henry; for the old road from Leicester by
" Burton, in his Description of Leicestershire (p. 158, 2nd ed.), says that Iris great-great-
grandfather, John Hardwiek, of Lindley, near Atherstone, a man of very short stature, tendered his
services to Henry at Atherstone as a guide, and advised him in the attack, and how to choose his
g-round and profit by the sun and wind. l$o doubt some one did advise him in these matters ; but
as Hutton (p. 65) remarks, there is no evidence that John Hardwiek was rewarded for his pains.
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Peckleton and Kirkby Mallory (as I am informed by an old inhabitant) passed
between Stapleton and Sutton Cheney without touching either; and if there
was no road at all Sutton Cheney lay much more in the direction Richard ought
to have gone to meet his foe, Moreover, if Richard spent the night at Stapleton
it is difficult to understand why in the morning he did not march direct through
Dadlington against his enemy at the White Moors; for Ambien Hill did not in
that case lie between the two armies at all. But it is quite certain that Richard's
army occupied Ambien Hill in the morning, and that Henry was not menaced
with any attack from the direction of Dadlington.
If, however, we suppose that Richard encamped at Sutton Cheney, nothing
could be more natural than that his army should have occupied Ambien Hill,
as they did, pretty early on the morning of the 22nd, seeing that it was on their
way, and from thence they could easily look down upon Henry's position at the
"White Moors. It is reported that Richard himself slaked his thirst that morning
at a spring on the side of the hill which has since borne the name of King
Richard's "Well. Henry probably was slower in his movements for more reasons
than one; but his line of route has not hitherto been distinctly traced. Only
this piece of information we have to guide us, that in the words of Hall:
Betweene both armies ther was a great marrysse; which th'erle of Richemond left on
his right hand, for this entent that it should be on that syde a defence for his part; and in so
doyng he had the sonne at his backe and in the faces of his enemies.
This information would have been more valuable if we had any positive
statement as to the precise time of day at which the action began; but we can
hardly doubt that it was in the early morning, or at all events some time before
noon. The 22nd August in the fifteenth century would correspond with the
31st in the Gregorian calendar now in use; on which day the sun rises at about
a quarter past five. No doubt men in both camps were astir by six o'clock;
but we must allow some time for Richard to move, perhaps to harangue his
soldiers (though the oration attributed to him is of course a mere composition
of the chroniclers) and to occupy Ambien Hill, while Henry, too, had to shift
his quarters, though perhaps not very far, in order to take up his new position.
By seven o'clock, no doubt, all this might very well have been done; but if at that
hour the sun was directly at the back of Richmond's army, the men must have
been facing only a few points north of westward in a position nearly due south of
Ambien Hill. Now, it is just possible that there may have been a marsh in that
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quarter, though the indications of it are not very distinct; but it is quite incon-
ceivable that Eichmond's army should have marched from the "White Moors into
such a position and then turned round to face an enemy in the west, when the
royal forces, as we know, came from the east to meet him. On the other hand if
we place the marsh, as Sir James Eamsay does, among " the low-lying swampy
meadows to the north of Ambien Hill," we must defer the battle till the afternoon,
and perhaps rather late in the day, before we can get the sun at the back of
Eichmond's soldiers at all. Moreover, they would even then lose this advantage
more and more the further they proceeded in their circuit; and finally when it
came to the encounter they would have the sun actually in their faces, while the
royal forces, to whom they were opposed, would have it at their backs. Thus the
positions would be exactly the opposites of those described.
I do not quite know how Sir James Eamsay would vindicate the view that he
has taken. He clearly cannot bring it into strict accordance with the statements
of Hall and Polydore, and apparently he considers, as I do myself, that the
battle was early in the morning, not late in the day. But it is not in the begin-
ning of the circuit, but at the end of it, that he thinks Henry's troops, as he says,
" had partly got rid of the sun, which till then must have shone in their faces."
According to his map they had proceeded nearly due north from the White
Moors to Shenton, then north-eastwards till they had got clear of the marsh,
when they turned round somewhat towards the south and faced southwards.
Now it may be fairly conceded that if the action took place say at seven o'clock
in the morning the sun would then be rather less in their eyes than when they
were making the circuit. But partly getting rid of the sun is one thing; having
it at your back is quite another thing. Moreover, even at this hour the enemy
would have had it at his back ; so that the advantage would have been with him
and not with them.
I must confess, however, for my own part, that what seems to have been a
difficulty to Sir James Eamsay is one to me also; for I do not myself see any
position in which the two armies (at least, the main bodies) could very well have
met, with the sun at the back of Henry's forces and shining in the face of
Eichard's. The contrary could easily have been the case, and in fact must have
been the case at one time during the engagement. It is evident in the nature
of things that an army coming from the east in the early morning must have had
this advantage over an army coming from the west, unless by some divergence
from the direct route the latter could induce the former to make a circuit
and attack him in a position chosen by himself. And this I believe Eichmond
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not only attempted to do, but very likely succeeded in doing. In no other way
could Hall's words have been altogether justified.
It should be observed, however, that Hall's words about Richmond having the
sun at his back and in the faces of his enemies convey just a trifle more than the
words of Polydore Yergil, of whose history, here and in other places, he simply
gives us a loose translation. Polydore does, indeed, say that Henry left the sun
at his back, but he does not tell us that it shone in the faces of his enemies;
which perhaps was no more than an obvious inference on Hall's part on the
supposition that he was facing his enemy at the time in question. It is desirable,
however, to go to the original source of information, and I therefore quote the
corresponding passage as it stands in Polydore, and with it the sentence
immediately following for a reason to be shown presently :
Inter utrumque exercitum intercedebat palus, quam Henricus de industria ad dexteram
dimisit, ut suis instar munitionis esset: simul etiam id faciendo solem a tergo reliquit. At Rex,
ubi vidit hostes praeteriisse paludem, suos impetum in eos facere jubet.
ISfo doubt the first of these two sentences may be understood in the way that
Sir James Ramsay understands it, viz. that it was in the operation of wheeling
round the marsh in order to face the enemy that Henry left the sun at his back.
But such a view is quite incompatible with any possible topography of the posi-
tions, and I cannot help thinking that it was in going along the marsh, not in
wheeling round it, that we are to understand Henry had this advantage. More-
over, the second sentence, if he did wheel round the marsh at all, may perhaps
suggest, by the use of the word at (i.e. but), that he lost this advantage in doing
so. But most probably the words only mean that Richard waited till the enemy
had got to the end of the marsh and there was no longer this obstacle between
him and them to prevent the commencement of hostilities.
Now, if this be so, the marsh must have been on the west side of Ambien
Hill and not upon the north. It lay, I believe, between the armies, as Polydore
places it, even when Henry was encamped at the White Moors, and the distance
between him and it was but a few hundred yards. In this brief march his men
would have had the sun, any time in the morning till about nine o'clock, a little
in their faces. But the marsh prevented further approach to the enemy in a direct
line, and Henry purposely turned to the left, leaving it on the right and the
sun at his back. The marsh, I believe, extended more than a quarter of a mile
in length, and during his progress along it he was pretty secure from attack, so
that he does not seem really to have been attacked at this time at all. But when
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he came to the end of the marsh he would either have to turn and face the enemy
with the disadvantage of having the sun in his eyes, or simply to make a stand
and let the enemy come down the hill and attack him. I think he did the
latter, and that if a detachment of the king's army came down the hill to
oppose him, they would have had to make a circuit before coming to close
quarters and then have the sun in their faces. But the actual commencement
of the engagement, I believe, was by a discharge of arrows from the hill.
So that Hall's words about the sun being in the faces of the king's men can
hardly have been true at the beginning of the action, although it is true
enough that the Earl of Richmond's followers had it at their backs on their
way alongside the marsh.
But it would be wrong not to say a word or two about Hutton's view, who
seems to have taken it for granted that the marsh was on Ambien Hill itself and
not by the side of it. He actually believed that the Earl of Richmond's army
was allowed to climb the hill, and that the marsh which divided the two hosts was
mere spongy ground saturated with water from the outflow of King Richard's
Well! " A small discharge of water," he says, " flows from the well directly down
the hill through the wood into the rivulet [the Sence rivulet], but having no
channel cut for its passage it penetrates through the soil and forms that morass
which Henry is said to have left on his right." a
Strange, that this small discharge of water from a well should have created in
those days an impassable barrier between two armies ! But Henry and his forces
must have already climbed a good part of the hill, as indeed Hutton expressly
says they did:
" Richmond slowly marched up the ascent where the wood
now stands, the morass formed by King Richard's Well being on his right, and
the sun, not on his back or his right hand, but between both; the king's troops
looking on with their bows bent." b
The good antiquary saw it all quite clearly in his mind's eye. There was the
marsh, actually existing in his day, formed from the overflow of the well. It was
impassable, and neither Henry nor Richard had as yet got his forces round it
above the well. But Richard ordered his men to wait with their bows bent till
Henry had passed the marsh (would not even arrows traverse it?), which he
could only do by going higher up the hill above the well. Such were the notions
as to the conflict which Hutton seems to have carried away with him after a visit
a
 Hutton's Bosworth, 69. b Ibid. 97.
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to the field of Bosworth in 1788. Poor man, his ideas were somewhat disconcerted
when he revisited the spot in 1807. Nineteen years had made so great a change
in the locality that he found himself quite lost; and he wrote that King Richard's
Well was then "nearly obliterated," the swamp where he fell was "become firm
land, and the rivulet proceeding from it lost in an under-drain." a
Apart from all other objections to his rather extraordinary view of the military
manoeuvres, Hutton, if he had read carefully all that was said by early writers on
the subject, would have found that a marsh or boggy ground existing in his day
could not possibly have been the marsh which divided the two armies; for the
latter had been drained as early as the reign of Queen Elizabeth. So Holinshed
expressly tells us in a parenthesis inserted by him in the old account of the
narrative derived from Hall:
Betweene both armies there was a great marish then (but at this present, by reason of
diches east, it is growne to be firme ground), which the earl of Richmond left on his right
hand.
It is interesting to note here one little indication of the improvement that had
taken place in the country under Tudor rule. A marsh which had separated two
armies in 1485, and was probably of considerable breadth, had entirely disappeared
about a hundred years later, when men were evidently reclaiming for cultivation
much of the barren moor that lay around. But the site of this marsh concerns
us at present. "Where are we to place it ? One condition of the problem is that
it shall be firm ground now. Another is, as we have already seen, that it shall lie
between the White Moors and Ambien Hill. A third, of course, is, that it shall
be level ground in which water may possibly have lain at one time. These con-
ditions do not well apply to the hollow ground indicated by Sir James Ramsay
near a feeder of the Sence brook, north or north-west of Ambien Hill. But they
do agree remarkably well with the character of some fields just beyond Bradfields
Bridge and the lodge of Shenton Park on the way southwards from Shenton
Station. The field even on the left hand of the road is lower than the adjoining
canal, while that on the right hand, about 200 yards after passing the lodge, is
remarkably level, and looks as if it had been once covered with water.
This field, and no doubt the other with it, before a road was made between
them, could easily have been drained into the Sence Brook, a few hundred yards
off, when the operation was once resolved on. Here then, I take it, was the
BHutton'a Bosworth Field. Advertisement at the beginning of the second edition, p. iv.
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marsh, and Richmond's army must have marched along it northwards, through the
borders of what is now Shenton Park to a point about four hundred yards south-
west of Bradfield's Bridge, where it would come to an end, and they would be
exposed to the enemy's attack. On their way from the White Moors they had
only crossed the Sence, not a much greater obstacle/ probably, in those days than
now, and they had the advantage of doing it unmolested. But Henry, I believe,
proceeded slowly, not only from a politic desire to keep the marsh between him
and his opponents as long as possible, but also for another reason which we shall
see presently, and it may have been nine o'clock before the action began.
As soon, however, as he had passed the marsh, or perhaps had come to the
end of it, his experienced enemy ordered the attack, and a shower of arrows
poured down from Ambien Hill on Henry's van, which was led by the Earl of
Oxford. The archers in Henry's rear at once replied, and though they were not
so numerous as those of Richard's army they seem to have been supported by an
arm of which the king's forces were destitute. Cannon balls were dug up during
the last century upon the field of battle. Hutton says they were found " in
Hewit's garden;" and from the plan of the battle-field engraved in his book, it
would seem that Hewit's cottage, then uninhabited, occupied pretty nearly the
site of a house on the brow of the hill, now used as a parsonage house by the
incumbent of Shenton. The guns from which they were discharged were
doubtless in the rear of Henry's army on the other side of the marsh, per-
haps half a mile off, on the plain below; and though they could not have been
ordnance of the heaviest kind they were certainly heavy enough to be some
impediment to Henry's movements. Where he got them is a matter of specula-
tion, on which I shall have a word to say presently.
His day's march had generally covered about twenty miles on an average, but
latterly it could not have been so much as half that distance; for it is certain
that he rested one night at Lichfield, and also that his army had encamped at
Tamworth, just eight miles further on, that night that he lost his way in follow-
ing them from Lichfield, and the next stage, Atherstone, was about eight miles
further, and not quite seven from the place of his encampment on the eve of
the battle. Only twenty-three miles in three days. So that we may well believe
that he had encumbered his progress with an arm likely to be useful to him on
the day of battle; and, further, that his foresight was justified by the event, for
a
 Both armies must have crossed it after the battle, even in the hurry of the flight and the
pursuit, a quarter or half a mile further up.
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the king's army could not possibly have dragged up Ambien Hill such guns as
were employed against them.
This is no matter of speculation, for the cannon balls that were dug up on
Ambien Hill are now in the possession of Mrs. Park Yates, of Sandiway, North-
wich, Cheshire. And I have been privileged to see them. They are four in
number, all of different weights. The first is of lead and weighs 14f pounds, the
second of iron, weighing 8-| pounds, and the third of iron (with a screw), weigh-
ing 4 pounds. The fourth is of stone, much larger than any of the others, but
comparatively light. The gun which discharged the heaviest of these balls must
have required at least eight horses to draw it.a It was probably the kind of piece
called a culverin, or perhaps a " sacre," the smaller guns being " falcons," or
" falconets." The possession of even two or three such pieces was manifestly a
great advantage to an inferior force.
It is true that in the slender accounts of this battle given by the early
chroniclers there is no distinct mention of cannon; still less do we find it stated
by any writer, early or late, that the guns were only on one side. But the
fact that guns were used was certainly an early tradition of the battle. Thus
we read in the account given of it in Drayton's Polyolbion :
So through the misty smoke •
By shot and ordnance made, a thundering noise was heard.
And still earlier, in the Song of the Lady Bessy, which, though it went through
a
 The following extracts from Tartaglia's early treatise on artillery (pp. 27, 28) show the
weights of some of the pieces of ordnance as compared with that of the balls used for them in
Henry VIII. 's time :
" A fanlconet whose pellet of leade weigheth 3 pounde waight is 5 foot and -J foote long, and
commonly containeth 400 pounde waiglit of mettall, and must be drawne with two horses.
A faulcon whose pellet waigheth 6 pound waight, being 7 foote long, containeth 890 pound
waight of mettall, and must be drawne with foure horses.
A saker whose pellet wayeth 12 pounde waight, being 8 foote long, containeth 1400 pound
waight of mettall, and must be drawne with eight horses.
A saker whose pellet wayeth 12 pound waight, being 9 foote long, containeth 2150 pound
waight of mettall, and must be drawne with ten horses.
A saker whose pellet wayeth ten pound waight, being 8 foote long, containeth 1300 pound
waight of mettall, and must be drawne with sixe horses.
A culvering whose pellet of yron wayeth sixteen pounde waight, being 7 foote and \ foote
long, containeth 1750 pound, and must bee drawne with eight or ten horses.
A culvering whose pellet wayeth 14 pounds waight, being eight' foote and \ foote long,
containeth 2233 pound waight of mettall, and must bee drawne with five yoke of oxen."
It is unnecessary to quote the proportions of heavier pieces.
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many variations, must have been composed originally when the story of Bosworth
field was within the memory of living men, we read as follows :
Then they blewe up bugells of brasse.
The sehottes of gunnes were so feirce
That made many wyves to ciye alas!
And mony a childe fatherles.
And even Hall, who is almost contemporary, in describing the action, uses the
expression "the terrible shot once passed, the armies joined." It is true that, in
the passage immediately preceding nothing whatever is said about guns but only
about arrows. Still, I think gunshot is in this place what we are meant to under-
stand by " shot," for Hall is here translating Polydore as usual, and the clause is
an insertion as if to supply an omission. Moreover, the cannon balls found on
the field could not have fallen there in any other recorded battle. And further,
from the position in which they were found, it is quite clear that they must
have fallen in the midst of Richard's forces, so that the guns must have been
in the Earl of Richmond's army. Lastly, it is perfectly certain that Richard
could not have had any similar guns, because he had marched fully fifteen
miles from Leicester the day before, and even if he had succeeded in carrying
ordnance with him over such a distance within the time, he certainly could not
have got the guns up such a steep ascent as Ambien Hill, where he had taken
up his position.
But where could Henry have got the guns ? For an answer to this question
we may doubtless be referred to Oomines, who tells usa that when the Earl of
Richmond left France he was furnished by Charles VIII. not only with a
body of men and a sum of money for the expedition but also with some pieces
of artillery. And it is probable enough that some of the guns in Henry's
army at Bosworth came from France. But certainly guns that could carry
a ball of over fourteen pounds weight could not have been carried with him
all the way through Wales, seeing that he had been marching from Milford
Haven to Shrewsbury at an average rate of at least twenty miles a day. It
would seem, therefore, that, the larger pieces, at least, must have been procured
somewhere upon the road. Where could it have been? At first sight the
question seems a puzzle. But there are some points which suggest a probable
answer. For it is quite clear he could only have obtained them from some
fortified place, and that place could not have been many days' journey from
a
 Book V. ch. xviii.
2 A 2
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the field. Now, there was an old castle at Tamworth, which, it is clear, since
it offered no resistance to his army, must have quietly surrendered when they
occupied the place on the evening of the 19th August, and the guns could
have been got from thence to the White Moors, a distance of only fifteen or
sixteen miles, by nightfall on the 21st. The owner of Tamworth Castle was
Sir Thomas Ferrers," who inherited it from his mother, Elizabeth Frevile, and
who died in peaceful possession of it in the fourteenth year of Henry VII.b
How he conducted himself at this particular juncture is not distinctly recorded.
In earlier years he had been a stout Yorkist. He had been taken prisoner
at Wakefield and had been made a Knight of the Bath by Edward IV. But
that Eichard soon after his accession began to mistrust him appears to be
indicated by this, that, while his name occurs in repeated commissions of the
peace as well as other commissions for Warwickshire in June, July, and August,
1483, the first three months of his reign, it is omitted in a commission of the
5th December following, and does not appear again during the remainder of
the reign.0 And we are at no loss to account for a state of suspicion between
him and the usurper; for he had married a sisterd of that Lord Hastings
whom Richard just before his accession had sent to summary execution. A
brother-in-law of Hastings could not have been expected, as justice of the peace,
to be very eager to suppress disaffection to Richard III. But it is more remark-
able that under Henry VII. his name does not appear in commissions of the
peace again. For he had been in the commission for Warwickshire under
Edward IV.e as well as at the beginning of Richard's reign. It would, therefore,
seem that, though he disliked King Richard, he was too good a Yorkist to
feel kindly towards Henry, and though he was guilty of no treason (otherwise
he would not have died in possession of Tamworth Castle) he was not considered
a safe man as justice of the peace even by Henry VII.
Now, even though he got no great thanks for doing so afterwards, it is
quite conceivable, and, indeed, highly probable, that a brother-in-law of Hastings,
a
 See Dugdale's Warwickshire, p. 1135-6.
b
 Inquis. p. m. 14 Hen. VII. No. 10.
0
 See Calendar of Patent Rolls in Ninth Report of Deputy-Keeper of Public Records. Patent
1 Ric. III. p. 1, m. 5 d. (26 June), m. 8 d. (30 July), m. 7 d. (9 August), m. 10 d. (5 Dec.) ; also
pt. 2 m. 2 d. (1 August).
d
 Dugdale's Baronage.
e
 His name is on the Commission for Warwickshire on the dorse of Patent Roll 22 and 23
Edw. IV., Part I., and doubtless in earlier rolls.
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on the approach of Richmond's army, would have quietly given up Tamworth
Castle to the king's enemy. And certain it is that Tamworth opposed no serious
obstacle whatever to Henry's march. But it is not at all so clear that Henry
calculated on its easy surrender beforehand; and a well-known incident in his
progress becomes, I think, a good deal more intelligible on the supposition that
he was uncertain on this point. The story is given by Polydore Yergil and
after him by Hall. Henry, we are told, after his departure from Lichfield
for Tamworth, although he was receiving daily accessions to his army, was
in great anxiety about the attitude of Lord Stanley, who he knew did not
dare at once to declare himself in his favour, and he was further made
uncomfortable by a report, quite contrary to what his friends had assured
him, that Richard's forces were in the best possible array and discipline.*
Much occupied with these thoughts he allowed his men to go on before him
to Tamworth, while he himself followed with twenty light horsemen. The
distance from Lichfield to Tamworth is but eight miles, not half a day's easy
march; but there was probably considerable delay before starting, for which
it is not difficult to suggest a reason. Some messengers, we may almost be
sure, passed between Richmond's followers and the custodian of Tamworth
Castle, just to make sure of friendship or neutrality; for there was really no
need of going to Tamworth at all but for the danger of leaving a hostile
fortress in their rear. Richmond and his followers could otherwise have
passed on by the Watling Street in the direction of London, leaving Tamworth
about two miles to the north of them. Richmond's army, however, having
ascertained as far as possible that they would not be opposed at Tamworth,
probably marched thither in the afternoon, and some further time was no
doubt lost on the way by the reception (midway, as we are told, between the
two places) of the companies of Sir Walter Hungerford, Sir Thomas Bourchier,
and others, deserters from king Richard. Thus it happened that the day
was far spent, and Henry, with his twenty horsemen following in the rear
of his army, was so late upon the road that they got benighted and mistook
the way, losing all traces of the route the troops had taken. Here Hall,
somewhat enlarging upon Polydore, who only speaks of the earl's unwillingness
to ask questions of any one for fear of falling into a trap (ne in insidias incideret),
a
 " Licet magno esset ammo, et ejus copise passim augerentur, tamen in timore non parvo erat,
quod nihil certi videretur sibi polliceri posse de Thoma Stanlejo (qui, uti demonstrayi, propterea
quod a Ricardo periculum filio metuebat, neutro adhuo inolinabat) et de Ricardi rebus, longe aliter
ac amici significarant, nuntiaretur nihil firmius esse, nihil paratius." Polydore Vergil, lib. xxv.
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says " it was showed him that King Richard was at hand with a strong power
and a populous army." Such a piece of intelligence could hardly have been
conveyed to him at nightfall after he had lost sight of his men; but we may
very well believe that even when he left Lichfield he was not without fear
that the king's army might be a good deal nearer than it actually at that time
was, for Richard had been strangely dilatory in leaving Nottingham to meet
his antagonist.81 And if, perchance, Sir Thomas Ferrers, or the keeper of
Tamworth Castle, had any reason to believe that the king was within a day's
march of him, all the assurances Henry might have received of friendliness
or neutrality on his part might turn out to be delusive. In spite of all the
accessions to the strength of his army, the king would certainly have superior
numbers, and if Tamworth held for the king it would be a serious check.
But what would be his own position with his twenty horsemen, wandering in the
dark, if they should unfortunately come too near a hostile fortress ? He
would have been simply lost. So, when after some wandering he found himself
at a little village about three miles from Tamworth, he resolved to move no
further till daylight. Huttonb thinks he must have diverged to the left from
Lichfield and that the village was Whittington, which is about three miles from
Lichfield but five from Tamworth. The divergence, however, must have been
after he had received Hungerford and Bourchier on the way, and may just as
well have been to the right; in which case the village was probably either
"Weeford or Hints upon the "Watling Street.
At daybreak, however, Henry discovered where he was and soon rejoined his
army at Tamworth, where he would have found that the castle had offered no
resistance. He explained his absence to his troops by saying that he had received
some news of secret allies ready to assist him, and thus having turned the incident
to his own advantage, again left his friends and went on to meet the Stanleys
at Atherstone.
But all this while we have been suspending our story of the battle in order to
account for the cannon balls. It is time we came back to the field. The dis-
charge of arrows and of artillery could not have lasted long. There was a limited
supply of projectiles of any kind on both sides, and when they were exhausted
the two armies encountered at close quarters. Then, indeed, it may have been,
though only for a short time, that Richard's men really had the sun in their
eyes; for if Henry's men, on coming to the end of the marsh, did not move
8
 See Paston Letters, No. 884. '' Page 54.
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further but awaited the attack of their enemies, there might have been no way
of getting at them except by a circuit in which the king's forces would have had
to face southwards. And in fact, as we are told, caution was needed at this
moment on Oxford's part lest, if he went too far beyond the extremity of the
marsh, he should be surrounded, and seeing his soldiers only too eager for the
fight, he ordered that not a man should advance ten feet beyond the standard.
The sudden rally and concentration of his forces made the enemy,- who I suppose
had been just coming down by a circuit from the hill, suspect a snare. There
was accordingly a momentary pause on both sides, till the earl, perceiving that
the king's forces were but half-hearted, set upon them with all his men in close
battalion. But we must suspend our account of the action once more to take
notice of certain forces outside the two main armies.
Henry's anxiety at the beginning of the day had been deepened by the fact
that he did not feel quite sure of active assistance from the Stanleys, notwith-
standing his cordial meeting with them two days before at Atherstone, and the
plans they had formed together for future action. Lord Stanley, he knew, was
obliged to dissemble, as he had been summoned to join King Richard, who had his
son, Lord Strange, in his hands as a hostage for his loyalty. His brother, Sir
"William Stanley, had less object in temporising, as he had already been proclaimed
a traitor. But neither of the two at once joined his forces with those of Henry.
They occupied positions, I believe, on opposite sides of the field, and though it is
difficult to form a decided opinion on such a matter the places indicated by
Hutton seem to me very plausible. Lord Stanley had for some days before made
a show of retreating before Henry's force and going on to join the king in
obedience to the royal mandate. Henry had simply followed him through Lich-
field and Atherstone, and very likely the day before the battle, or possibly the
second day before it,a he had taken the same route that Henry did afterwards to
the White Moors, from which a further march of little more than two miles
through Dadlington would bring him to a position very near Richard's encampment
at Stapleton, if that was really where the royal forces passed the night. Hutton
believed that he had seen earthworks at a place called the Bradshaws, between
Dadlington and Stapleton, which he took to be the site of Lord Stanley's encamp-
ment. They do not seem to be visible now; and it is quite conceivable that the
real site of Stanley's encampment is marked by those earthworks at Stapleton,
a
 He and his brother Sir William had held a conference with Henry at Atherstone, which must
have been on the 20th, probably early in the day.
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hitherto supposed to be Richard's, for he would probably have had more time to
make them. The only thing that looks rather against this supposition is the
statement of Hall that Lord Stanley had " come with his band in a place indiffer-
ently between both armies; " for if the king's forces were at Sutton Cheney,
Stapleton was not exactly between, still less could it be called " indifferently
between," the two armies, but rather out of the way, and certainly much further
from Henry's camp than from Richard's. It is clear, however, that Hall is only
loosely translating the words of Polydore Vergil about Stanley, " qui jam ut
medius loco pugnse appropinquarat," which are really quite compatible with the
view that he was still a little further from the field than either of the two opposing
armies.
But whatever may have been the position, either of the king's camp or of
Lord Stanley's, we may take it at least as probable that the latter was somewhere
on the south side of the field, where he could receive messages, as he actually did
on the morning of the battle, both from the king and from Richmond. He might
well be rather nearer the king, for he was endeavouring to the last to maintain
the appearance of loyalty; and when Richmond sent to him early in the morning
to come to his assistance he sent back word again " that the earl should set his
own men in good order of battle, while he would array his company and come to
him in time convenient." This temporising answer filled Henry with misgiving;
but Stanley was true to his promise3 and when he received a similar message from
King Richard to join his forces to those of the royal army he flatly refused to
obey. His refusal, he well knew, endangered the life of his son, whom Richard
actually ordered to be beheaded; and it was probably owing to the urgency of
preparation for the fight that the order was not immediately executed. It was
useless, however, for Lord Stanley to temporise any longer; so he now drew off
his forces and joined Henry at once. He must have carried them back through
Dadlington, or more probably through the valley between Dadlington and Ambien
Hill, across the Sence Brook, round the marsh. They appeared as a much needed
accession to Henry's strength just as the two armies were coming to hand strokes,
and they fought in the front by the side of Oxford's company.11
Sir William Stanley, who had been already declared a traitor, naturally
approached the field in a different quarter from his brother, and did not venture
so near Richard's camp as Lord Stanley had done. He for some time surveyed the
a
 " At the which encounter Lord Stanley joined with the Earl." Hall, 418. This is a piece of
original information inserted by Hall in translating Polydore.
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action from a hill, probably, as Nichols suggests, that called Hanging Hill, near
the hamlet of Near (or Nether) Coton.a The line taken by his brother no doubt put
an end to his own hesitation. But matters had advanced a step further before
he joined, and to appreciate the result we should note first the conduct of another
actor in the scene, the Earl of Northumberland, who, by all accounts, remained an
idle spectator of the conflict. Polydore Vergil, Hall, and the Continuator of the
Croyland Chronicle all agree as to this. According to the last-mentioned writer
the earl was posted in a part of the field where he found no adversary to contend
with;b but it seems as if he might have sought the enemy if he had chosen, and
the fact that he made his peace with the conqueror after the battle was over and
was at once taken into favour shows clearly that he had never any mind to give
Richard real assistance. Now where was he posted ? Drayton, who knew the
ground well, perhaps knew the very spot by tradition; or, if he did not, he at
least had heard one thing about it which should help us to fix it. In his account
of the battle, speaking of the king, he says:
He doth but vainly look
For succours from the great Northumberland this while
That from the battle scarce three quarters of a mile
Stood with his power of horse, nor once was seen to stir.
The Earl of Northumberland, if we may trust Drayton, occupied a position about
three-quarters of a mile from the scene of conflict. In what direction ? Not, of
course, in that of Sir William Stanley on the north, or rather west of north, and
certainly not on the west, which was the line of Henry's own march. Neither
could it have been in the south, if we are right about Lord Stanley's movements ;
nor yet in the east, the quarter from which Richard himself had come. But it
might have been on the northern side of the field to the east of Sir William
Stanley's position, somewhere on the road from Sutton Cheney to Bosworth.
And here, in point of fact, just about three-quarters of a mile from the foot of
Ambien Hill, where the battle raged, a camp is supposed to have existed, which
Hutton considers to have been the Duke of Norfolk's. Here, moreover, some
weapons were found in the year 1748, which were believed to be such as might
have been in use in those days. The spot was just exactly such as might have
a
 See Hutton's Bosworth Field, second ed. p. 245.
b
 " In eo vero loco ubi comes Northumbriee cum satis decenti ingentique militia stabat, nihil
adversi neque datis neque susceptis belli ictibus cernebatur." Cont. Groyl. 574.
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been occupied by a false ally of Richard; for it was little more than half a mile
from that in which I believe Richard himself encamped. But why should weapons
have been left behind there ? It was certainly not a position from which any
troops were compelled to fly, and if they were not merely dropped by negligence
they were wilfully thrown away by men who did not mean to fight.
A curious expression occurs in the Song of the Lady Bessy, put in the
mouth of Lord Stanley when he is represented as planning with Richmond the
disposition of the troops before the battle :
I myself will hove on the hill, I say ;
The fair battle I will see.
Apparently Northumberland " hoved " on another hill; and Fabyan, without
specifically naming this northern earl and his followers, uses precisely the same
expression in telling us that some stood aloof from the conflict. He says that the
battle was a sharp one :
and sharper shnlde have been if the Kynges partye had been fast to him ; but many toward
the field refused him and yode unto that other partie, and some stode hovynge a ferre of, tyll
they sawe to whiche partye the victory fylL
Before Sir William Stanley joined the battle, Richard saw clearly enough that
in spite of his superior numbers he was surrounded by false friends and open
enemies, and he determined at once to bring matters to a crisis. Being then on
Ambien Hill, perhaps not far from the well at which he is said to have drunk
that morning, he was informed by scouts that Richmond was on the other side at
no great distance. Putting spurs to his horse he dashed over to the place, and
knowing his antagonist by certain indications which had been described to him,
he flung himself first upon the little band of personal attendants about him. He
beat down Henry's standard, killed William Brandon/ the standard bearer, and
a
 Sir William Brandon, as he is called by Hall and the subsequent chroniclers ; which led me
to suppose when I wrote my History of Richard III. that he could not have been killed, as stated,
but only knocked down in the battle; for I found Sir William Brandon alive months and even
years after. Sir James Ramsay in his Lancaster and York (ii. 550, note) has sought to correct
my error, which I had already discovered some time before, showing that there were two Sir
William Brandons, father and son ; but he has made at least one mistake of his own, saying that
the survivor was the son, for it was the son whom Richard killed, and I do not know that this son
was a knight, as the designation given him by Hall would imply. He was the father of Charles
Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, the favourite of Henry VIII., and had been abroad with Richmond in
Britanny, while the elder was in sanctuary in England taking refuge from Richard's tyranny,,
Bolls of Parliament, vi. 291-2.
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threw to the ground Sir John Cheney, a man of great physical power. Having
thus cleared the way, he actually engaged Henry himself in single combat, and
would probably have prevailed, though Henry defended himself better than his
friends expected, but that Sir William Stanley and his men opportunely came up
at that very moment and relieved him from danger.
It was Richard who was in danger now, for of course he was soon surrounded.
He was urged to fly but refused. He might, perhaps, have drawn back to Sutton
Cheney. But he fell in the midst of his enemies, his horse, according to tradition,
having stuck in the mire. And this seems highly probable, because the intelli-
gence of the event received immediately afterwards at York stated that he was
slain " at a place called Sandeford within the shire of Leicester." a There never
seems to have been any hamlet thereabouts known by such a name; but the name
itself indicates the crossing of a stream, and the exact locality can be pointed out
almost with certainty at the present day, although the ford no longer exists.
According to a correspondent of Notes and Queries (2nd Ser. vi. 391), the old road
from Leicester to Atherstone crossed a tributary of the Sence between Sutton
Cheney and Shenton, and the ford existed within the memory of men still living.
A small part of this old road was identical in its course with a comparatively
modern highway which connects the two places last named, but the stream which
once flooded it now flows through a vaulted tunnel underneath. Part of this
highway, however, which crossed the ford has been known even to our time as
"the Sand Road," and it seems obvious that the ford was " the Sand Ford."
The name as applied to the road was owing to an immemorial right of the
inhabitants of Shenton, before the lordship of Sutton was enclosed in 1794, to
take sand free of expense from the north side of Ambien Hill; in doing which
they continually passed and repassed the ford.
Now, if we have rightly identified the place where King Richard fell, it
must have been almost half a mile north of the termination of that marsh
along which Henry's army had proceeded. And, as we are told that he fell sur-
rounded by his enemies, we must presume that Richmond's left, at all events, had
by this time pushed so far beyond the marsh, having driven back the first detach-
ments of the royal army who came down upon them by a circuit from the hill. It
was then, if ever, that the sun shone, for a short time, in the faces of the royal
forces, while Richmond had it at his back. But if so, the attacking party would
naturally have been driven northwards, or eastwards towards Sutton Cheney.
a
 Drake's Eboracum, 122.
178 The Battle of Bosivorth.
And so, very likely, they may have been; but Sir William Stanley and his men
coming down through the fields from Hanging Hill would have driven them
southwards again, and being joined in the pursuit, after the king was slain, by
the whole body of Richmond's forces, must have chased them, perhaps over
the lower slopes on the western side of Ambien Hill, or, it may be, eastward
round the hill, and over the Sence Brook as far as Dadlington and Stoke
Golding. The work would not have been so easy, but that after Richard's
death many of his unwilling and half-hearted followers threw away their
arms and submitted. Only those who had little reason to expect mercy fled
for their lives. The whole conflict had lasted little more than two hours.
But in those two hours the reign of feudal disorder had come to an end and a
foundation had been laid for firm and consistent government.
I do not like to conclude this paper without expressing my obligations to
Mr. Thomas Harrold, of Hinckley, for kind assistance repeatedly given in local
inquiries and in personal inspection of the ground along with myself.
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